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SEVENTEENTH ANNU. AL MEETING OF THE HAMILTON 
BAPTIST MISSLONARY SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, the 23d Feb. 1825, the Hamilton Missionary Society 
asseinbled at Ne ison, Matlison county. After the usual exercises of singing 
and prayer, Eld. Alfred Bennet delivered a discourse from Isaiah xxviii, 
9), * This also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonder frd 
in counsel, and excellent in working.” — A contribution of $13 was — 
taken up. After a short recess, the Report of the Board was ‘read by 
Secretary 5 also Reports from the Superintendent and general Agent y 
presented, all of which were accepted. Donations to the Society were then 
received. “The subject of union with the Convention was then taken up 
and explained 3 and after some friendly conversation upon the subject, on 
motion, the Society unanimously reselved to unite and become one with the 
Convention, upon the constitution of the former, as amended and adopted 
by the latter. Whereupon the following resolution also was passed : : * That 
a petition be prese nted to the Legislature, at their present session, praying 
for an alteration in the act of incorporation, so far as to change the name 
of the Society from the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, to that of 
the Baptist Missionary Convention of the State of New-York, and in- 
erease the number of Directors to thirty.” It was voted that the Board of 
Directors present the said petition. Elders A. Bennet, T. Purrington, 
and H. Griswold, were appointed a committee to prepare a Circular Ad- 
dress to the members of the Society, on the subject of the proposed union, 
The Society then adjourned to meet at Fabius on the Wednesday after the 
31 Lord’s d: ny iD May next. Eld. Danicl Haseall to preach at the opening 
of the meeting 5 and, in case of failure, eld. Nathan Peck, 


STATE OF THE TREASURY, 




















Receipts for the vear ending Feb, 22, 1825, - $2,934 16 
Expended during the sane period, - - . 2,591 54 
Balance, Feb. 22, 1825, - 
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GENERAL AGENT'S ACCOUNT, Feb. 22, 182 


Number of Magazines printed during the year ‘ending 
Feb. 22, 1825, - - - - ~ - 6.000 copies 


ams? 





Number sold, - - : - - - 4,800 

Given gratis, ot - - - . - ACO 

‘Total number disposed of, - - - : 5,250 

Expense of printing 6000 copies, - - - - $360 00 

Editing, agency, &c. - - : - - - 58 00 
Total, 418 00 

Received in pay during the year past, - es hg $378 71 


There still rensans due the society upwards of $1000. 
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REPORT. 
The Board of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Socicty, respectfully pres 
sent the ‘following Q Renort : 
During the last year, they received reports of issionary services, per- 
formed to the amount of sixty-five weeks, by the following persons ; 
Eld. Enoch Ferris, six weeks, in the towns adjacent to Gswego. 
Eld. N. J. Gilbert, forty-seven weeks, at Syracuse and the country adja- 


cent. 
Eld. James Clark, two weeks 3 Eld. C. Coburn, four weeks and one 


day; Eld. Hezekiah Gorton, hes weeks. 
The accounts from the missionaries have been very agrecable and satis- 
factory, and indicate the approbation of Heaven. Suitable agents were 
appointedto perform various duties, who have faithfully fulfilled their trust: 
ant the Board feel constrained gratefuily to acknowle dye the generous and 
pi assistance they have received, and the kindness and hospitality 
agents have experienced from a benevolent publie. 
The Board have, in all their proceedings, enjoyed harmony and unanimie 


ty. The affairs of the society were progressing, In a prosperaus manner, 


when a mysterious Providence removed our much respected, and sincerely 
lamented, Superintendent, Eld. Emory Osgood ; who departed, this life 
Sept. 12, 1824. He had not been in the serviee of the sveiety one year ; 


yet, through his zeal and activity, he had done much in regulating a fkains 


atthe mission station at Oneida. The concerns of the society had, under 


bis direction, assumed a pleasing aspect ; and a Baptist Chure h was const» 
tated at Oneida Castleton, and received fellowship March 10, #824, con- 
sisting of twenty members, a and whieh continue tv wakk in the order of the 
gospel. 

The sehool continues ina flourishing condition. Forty children are 
now under the exclusive patronage of the society. Br. Lawton centinues 
as teacher im the schoo}, and gives general satistaction, ‘The pupils appear 
to make good proficiency in their studies. At the reqvest of the Board, 
Sister Osgood continues at Onerda, and a3sists in managing the coneerns of 
the establishment. Br. Littlefield has heen dismissed from the serviee of 
the Society. as a mechanic, on account of bodily indisposition 3 yet is re- 
tained to board the Indian boys. 

By a reference to the Treasuser’s report, you will perceive what assix 
tance we liave received from a génerous public. By the general A'gent’s 
account, you will learn the situation of the Magazine concern. 

In consequence of an intimation from the Franklin Missionary Society, 

agents were appointed to attend their annual meeting in June last, who re- 
ported that the society resalved to become auxiliary to the Hamilton B. M. 
Society, and to appropriate al] donations for domestie missions, which 
come into their hands, to the funds of the same. Accordingly they deli- 
vered to the agents, in cash and property, the amount of about $96. 

At the ineetng of the Board in August, some brethren attended who are 


_conmected with the New-York State Convention. and who expressed a 
_ Strong desire, thet a committee from the Board should meet the Convention 
_at Elbridge. : in October, for the purpose of devising, if possible, some expe- 


dient to form a union between the two bodies ; thereby to unite the ener 
gies of the whole denomination throughout the state, a earrying ipto efled’ 
the important design of domestic nuissions. 
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Accordingly a ¢ommittee was appointed, and, in company Ww ith several 
members of the Board, and other, members of the sotiety,; met the conven- 
tion ; upon which the conveytion appointed a respectable committee to 
consult with them ypon the great object in. view. During the conference, 
the committee of the Board did not for a moment lose sight of those plain 
practical principles incorporated in.the constitution of ‘this society, under 
which we have fur seventeen years so happily, unitedly, and successfully 
rallied. The committee saw no cause to abandon those principles ; al- 
though they desired an increase of influence aud usefulness, Which uiion 


with their brethren was calcylated to effect. 


After suitable deliberation, the committee of the convention agreed to 
recommend to that body the adoption of the constitution of this society, 
with an alteration of the name of the socie ty, and an increase of the number 
of Directors. ‘Phis was done with a view to unite in one the two bodies, 
in order to increase the strength and missionary exertions of the Baptist de- 
nomination in this state. "The committee of the Duard could see no rea- 
sunable objection that could be made to this measure, and therefore agréed 
tv recominend if to your attention. Accordingly a special meeting of the 
society was called in Nov. last; but on account of the inclemeney of the 
weather, and badness of tlie roads, but few members attended. Huwever, 
matters were arranged at that time, as far as was consistent, in apticipa- 
tion of a complete union at this time. Moye full infurmatien will be laid be- 
fure you. 

On a retrospective view of the scenes through which the Board have 

assed the last year, they fad that they have much cause for thanksgiving 
tu Almighty God, for his special care over them, and his multiplied bles- 
sings conferred upon ther. 

The affairs of the Socicty, although restricted for want of adequate funds, 
have yet progressed with a degree of respectability which indicates the fose 
tering care of Divine Providence, and presages the future benefits to be de. 
rived from the united efforts of che friends of religious improvements. 

An impartial view of the existiog state of things in our degenerate world, 
will serve to convince us of the necessity of unremitting exertiuns to main- 

tain the blessed cause of our glorious Redeemer 3 for which cause, a com- 
bination of strength, and union of efforts, are highly requisite. We find 
that in this state there are more than thirty-nine thousand church members, 
of the Baptist denomination. Let these be united in one body, and what 
formidable phalanx would be presented to the enemy ! Would it not be 
desirable that measures should be adopted to produce such a union, that 
the whole strength of the denomination may be brought to bear on one 
point ? 

It is with pleasure we view the indications of the complete triumph of om 
glorious Redeemer. Intelligence is received from almost every part of the 
habitable globe, of the increase of light, and of submission to the King o: 
Zion. Je HOVALL is executing judgment upon the gods of the heatien ; 
multitudes of idols are thrown to the moles and to the bats, or given to thie 
flames. Atthe command of her King, Zion awakes; she listens to his 
voice, and begins to assume her beautiful garments, and appear clothed in 
beauty, and arrayed in terrors. [low lovely the appearance ! Songs are 


heard froin the ends of the earth, even glory to our God. Dear Brethren, 
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let us arise, and with united hearts, and joyful voices, swell the glorions 


But while we contemplate the noble scene, we should remember 


triumph. 
Let all those who profess to 


that we must be active in the blessed service. 
love the Lord, consider the necessity of exerting ail their energies in pro 
moting a complete union of effort among the friends of Zion, in diffusing 
the light of the gospel among the destitute. ‘Phere is much work betore us, 
and many calis to renewed labours. Consider our poor red brethren in the 
midst of us. Go to Oneida, Tonnewants, Bultalo, We. &c., and see what 
a multitude of interesting children, in all the extremity of ip earie 
And does not Jesus say, “ take these children and bring therm up for me ; 

How many of the heathen are perishing tor lack of vision!) How many 


recious souls in our towns and plantations are destitute ef the bredd of 


ife! And how many feeble churches have no one to lead them, or adm- 
ister to them the word of life ! Do we not perceive that the enemy ison the 
alert, endeavouring to rally his broken forces, and fall upon the waste pla- 
eesof Zion? Iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold. It be 
eomes the friends of the Redeemer to come up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. Insucha cause, no one should be remiss. Hf our 
territories should ‘be invaded } y some au enemy, who should endanger 
our lives and liberties, and threaten the destruction of our families, would 
not every man be at his post ? Would he hesitate to part wilh all bis gold 
and silver, vea would he not sacrifice all his earthly property, to repel the 
invader, and save the lives of his family ? But satan is an enemy the 
most cruel and dangerous, who threatens the destruction of both soul and 
body. And are we not sensible of his fatal inroads, and the advantages 
he his already obtained ? low many of our dear children and friends are 

now led in chains by this cruel enemy! And shall we sleep ? Shall we 
sit down and fold our hands, and say there is a lion in the w av? Shall we 
continue to hug our wealth, and remain unmoved while the cries of the 
wretched are sseodion i in our ears 2?) Do we not remember the bitter curse 
denounced on some who caine not up tothe help of the Lord against the 
mighty ? In a word, let the importance of the cause, let the glory of God, 
the salvation of souls, and our own happiness, arouse us to united and vi- 
gorous exertions in this most vlorious cause. 

By order of the Board, 
YOUN PECK, President, 


Jonxn Lawrpon, Seeretary. 


REPORT OF TIE SUPERINTENDING COMMITTEE, Feb. 2 
13825. 


To the Board of the Hamilton Paptist Mi issionary Society 3 the Sa- 
perintending gy commiltee of ladian affairs, beg leave to 
Rerort— 

Your committee, having been appointed to superintend the missionary 
concerns at Oneida, in consequence of the death of Elder Emory O- 
good, do find, that although, he was a good accountant, yet it is not im 
their power, to place the subject before you in a clear pout of light for 
want of his assistance. We find there has been received into the teeasury 
at Oneida, stuce Lid. Osgood took upon him the supcrintendence, up te 
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kebruary 14, 1925, together with what was on hand at the time he entered : 
Bpon the c! rareey - - $1670 14 | 
Brother Osgood and sister Osgood have paid out for the bene- 
fit of the society, . - - - 1475 19 
200 YS 

Thus there appears to be in the treasury at Oneida, only 
$200 95, while we find the sum of . _ - 297 78 
inaking a difference between the receipts into the treasury, and 
the expenditures and present state, of . - 96 $3 ‘4 


in favour of the society. 

“Wecan account for this difference only by supposing that there has been 
some donations received, and faithfully applied by brother Osgood, of 
which we have found no account, and which hereafter may appear. 

Eld. Osgood’s services as superintendent previous to his sickness, being 
eight months, amount to am ‘ a B $266 66 

“Sister Cynthia Osgood’s missionary services, which consist 
in teaching female children to work, and in making and mend. 


ihe clothing for the scholars, are ° - ° $97 50- 
“Out of which sum she has made a donation to the Society of 32 25 


Sister Osgood has likewise had the charge of the treasury, 
at Oneida, since the 15th of June last. 


To boarding children, at $90 75, per weck, - S156 8&6 
To other expeuses paid by Eld. Osgood, ° . 29 6 


543 63 
Paid, 420 83 


ee 


Balance due sister Osgood, ° ° . 123 2: 
_ Ashnah Lawton, for teaching the Indian School, . 348 11 
Tosuudries furnished by your teacher for the school, 11 91 
360 02 





Paid, 335 56 





Balance his due, 24 46 








Due J. P. Littlefield for wotk done, : , 86 60 ( 
For boarding children, . . - - 891 15 4 
Total, 977 75 
Paid, 725 94 
Balance his due, ° ° « » ° 251 &} 
Charles Jenks for boarding, - ° e 121.32 
He has paid Br. A. Lawton, for society, - . 29 56 
for cutting garments and transperting property, &e. 17 85 











Total amount, 168 73 
Paid, 166 10 














Balance hisdue, 2 63 

Paid by A. Lawton, . . : - 54 56 
Due beother Jenks, - - ‘ $6 29 ) e 
mh 
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A settlement with the blacksmith, has not been completed, owing to thig 
unsettled state of his accounts. We shall defer the report so far as it re. 
spects him until the next meeting of the Board. There will prodably be 
about $200 his due. . For want of a superintendent on the ground, 
and for want of boys of suitable age who have been sufficiently inured to 
confinement and steady habits, to be retained in the shops 3 it has, by your 
committee been thought best to discontinue your mechanical operations for 
the present, and until some of those boys now in the school whe are form- 
ing correct habits, shall become of sufiicient age to engage in the business, 
We have rented the shops. Brother Burton isat work in the blacksmith’s 
shop, aad retains John Doxtader, an indian boy, and is continuing his in. 
structions to him. John is at present, a very good boy, and appears to be 
doing very well. He is the only remaining apprentice. ‘The labour an¢ 
expense bestowed on the others, we believe, will nut be in vain, as_ they, 
while under your care, learned to read and write, and can work sonie ia 
wood and iron, which may be of use to them hereafter. 

‘The inventory of the tools, stock, and work unsold in the Smith’s shop, 
amounts to $30. We employed Br. Rufus Chapin, to work the stock of 
the society, inthe wood shop: there is about filty dollars worth of wood 
nearly finished. There are some settlements yet tobe made. ‘The forego 


ing balances due amount to $735 7i. 


Stock in the blacksmith’s shop, $80 00 
Amount in the treasury, 297 
Probably due for blacksmith’s work, 200 06 
W oud shop work, and stock, 79 00 
- $652 78 


ROBERT POWEL, ? Superintendirz 
NATIVL COLE, § Committee. 
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The Madison Society, auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign Me 


sions, held their annual meeting at Nelson, Feb. 23, 1825. Sermon by 


Er. A. Bennet. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Feb. 1824. -Dalance, . : ‘ , $171 19 
aon. Church and Society in Venice, , : 11 13 


Sept. 9. Contribution at Madison Association, i is Tlomer, 35 00 


>» fy 

Iland of Edward Hodge, am Scott, ; a 
Jan. 1825. nathan V\ er“ , . me 

: ( Contribution in Farmersville, S 68 

Oxford Church and Society, : : : 4 40 
Contribution in Hamilton, . ; . 10 50 
” in. Sherburne, , , ~ ee 

si in Otselic, , : , » ae 
Daniel Hascall, ; ; , 2 00 
Interest on Note, ‘ ; ; , ‘ 1 = 
John Benton, , , , ;, 1 Ov 
(Female friend in Manlius, 3 - 

SS , Mexico Baptist Board 4 50 
Jiand of J. Peck, Female friend, : 5 O00 
Collection in Cazenovia. AR 
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Hand of B. Capron. Contribution in Freetown, 4 00 
( Homer Juvenile B. M. Society, 5 50 
Benajah Tubbs, 1 a 
John Osborn 2 
Hand of A. Bennet. Lucretia Palmer, 1 50 
Contribution, Homer, 8 31 
Alfred Bennet, 1 00 
Female D. Benevolent Society, Cazenovia Village, 4 50 
Monthly Conce rt, do. 3 75 
Church and Society, do. 10 04 
Church and Society, Delphi, 7 44 
Female Mite Society, do. 3 235 
eee I aye Sit, Nathaniel Kendrick $1, Joel W. Clark 
Horace Griswold $1, 4 00 
oideniiein at the meeting of Society, 6 25 
Ebenezer Wakely $1, Robert Powell $1, Daniel Allen 50 
cents, Thomas Purrington $1, James Purdy $1, 4 50. 





Amount, $330 43 


N. B. In last year’s report, credit was given to Society im German, which 
should have been set to Society in Fenner. 


| 


The Board of Directors, auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign Mis« 


sions, respectfully 
Rerort— 

That, considering the complicated concerns of the general Board, at the 
time of your last annual meeting, it was judged expedient by the board, to 
direct the treasurer to retain, for the tine bei ing, all the money in his hands. 
The Board of the Convention, however, ever anxious to promote the great 
object for which this society was originate:!, and desirous to remove every 
circumstance that should retard the progress, or cool the zeal of the friends 
of missions ; in the month of September, authorized and requested the 
standing committee, in and about Boston, to take the general superintend- 
eece of Foreign Missions. In compliance with this request, that eommit~ 
tee have appointed a Secretary and Treasurer, and are making exertions te 
raise funds, which are greatly needed to support missionaries, now in the 
field ‘of labour, and those who are soon to be sent out. On account of this 
arrangement, this Board directed your ‘Treasurer to forward, as SOON as 
convenient, to the ‘Treasurer at Boston, all the moneys in his hands. But 
as w" favourable opportunity hasoceurred, the money has not been for- 
warded. 


_ Phe missionaries in Burmah have heen called to severe trials, and suffer- 

ings. Butthe Lord has wrought deliverance for some of shee 2 and, we 
trust, has not forsaken the rest. Alitongh that country is now the pac of 
War, it is consoling to reflect, that “ the wr: ithof man shat praise the Lordy, 
and 'the remainder of wrath he will restrain.’ We have no cause of dis- 
couragement ; but every reason to trust in es And while we increase 
Our exertions, we should be constant and fervent at the throne of mercy, 


¥or the influences of the spirit, without w hich, abl must fail ef success. 
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296 EXPOSITION OF ROMANS ix. ©, 
Phe following are the Board for the ensuing year. 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, President. 

DANIEL HASCGALL, Secretary. 
SAMUEL PAYNE, Treasurer. 
DIRECTORS. 
Toel W. Clark, Ebenezer Wakeley, Jonathan Olmsted, Benajah Tubbs: 


Resolved, That our next annual meeting be at Hamilton, the next 


Wednesday after the third Sabbath in February ; that Brother Horacy 


Griswold preach—in case of failure, Brother Nathan Peck. 





—_—_—_ — — — ————_-_ -— = 


From the Ainerican Baptist Mazazine, 
EXPOSITION OF ROMANS IX. 3. 
For I could wish that mysclf were accursed from Christ, for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 

To ascertain the import of the above passage, it will be necessary to 
consider its connexion with the context, and compare it with parallel pas- 
sages, as well as to examine the original. 

The Apostle introduces the subject with the greatest solemnity. “ [ say 
the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also be aring me witness in the 
Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in ny heart.” 
What was the cause of this heaviness and sorrow of heart? It arose from 
the apprehension of what was to befalthe Jews, his natural, but not his 
spiritual brethren. For ages they had been God’s peculiar people, to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, by which they, as’ a nation, became his 
chosen people ; and the glory, which was the shechinah, or symbol of 
his divine presence ; and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises; whose were the fathers, and of whom 
concerning the flesh, Christ came, whois over all, God blessed forever.— 
Long had they been the on!y true Charch of God in the world, and rece 
ved the greatest marks of his compassionate regard, of which the last, and 
unhappily for them esteemed the least, was the advent of the Messiah.— 
Now, in consequence of their stupidity and perverseness in rejecting and 
crucifying Him, whois over all, God blessed forever, they were to be cvt 
aff from the Church of God, their altar deserted, their temple demolished, 
their holy city trodden dow. and destroyed, and tfiey become a proverb 
‘anda bye w ord among all naticns, until the fulness ef the Gentiles be come 
fn. Considering the natural relation, in which the apostle stood to them, 
all this could not fail mast deeply io afiect his benevolent heart. Notwith- 
standing al! the marks of violence and abuse he had received from them 
after his conversion to Christianity, he entertained none but the most af- 
‘ectionate and benevolent feelings for them ; and for the sincerity and 

cuteness of bis grief on their account, he gave not only his solemn asse 
veration ; but what would he not do, and what would he not will ingly suf- 
itr, could he instrumenta! ty save them from the disgrace and ruin that 
awaited them ! rvare he but persuade them to embrace that Saviour, whom 
they had despised and eruc ifted ! Brethren, my heart’s desire, and prayer 
0 God for Esrael i 3, that they might be saved. 1 could wish, that myself 
e accursed from Christ, re my brethren, my kiosmen according to the 
peta rather than see them shut ont of the kingdom of Christ, and the 
joors of the church closed against them by their unbelief, and they have 
no share tn the spiritual serviecs, the precious promises, and joyful hope 
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af the gespel. Such ardent piety, and such affectionate sentiments, were 
a most solemn and powertul appeal to the heart and conscience of his Jew- 
ish brethren, well calculated to lessen their animosity toward the apostle, 
and to persuade them to be reconciled unto God. : 

Einai anathema apo tou Christou, as translated-in our English version 
to be accursed from Christ, conveys no very definite idea, especially to the 
English reader, and consequently has occasioned much perplexity. — If the 
obscurity of the passage under consideration may in some measure be remo- 
ved, and the importance of going tothe fountain of biblical knowledge be pre- 
sented tothose, whohave opportunity, two important objects will be gained. 

The Hebrew word, charem, which in the Latin Teen is rendered 
anithema, was applied to persons, animals, and things, devoted to God 
according to the ceremonial law, and not afterward to be redeemed, nor 
applied to any other use. Leviticus xxvii. 21. But the field, when it go- 
eth outin the jubilee, shall be holy unto the Lord, as a field devoted, 

anathema ;) and the pessession thereof shall be t',> priest’s. Again, 28th 
and 29th verses. N-> devoted thing, (anathema,) that a man shall devote, 
(anathematize,) unto the Lord of all that he hath, both of man and beast, 
and of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed : every devo- 
ted thing (anathema) is most holy unto the Lord. None devoted (anathe 
pratized) of men, shall be redeemed : but shall surely be put to death. 

Charem is also applied to the city of Jericho, Joshua vi. 17. And the 
city shall be accursed, (anathematized) even it, and all, omnia, all things, 
that are therein, to the Lord : only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and 
all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we 
sent. Verse 48ti. And ye, in any wise, keep yourselves from the ac 
cursed thing, (anathema,) lest ye make yourselves accursed, ye anathe- 
matize yourselves, when ye take of the accursed thimp, (anathema,) and 
make the camp of Jsrael a curse, (anathema,) and trouble it. But all the 
silver and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, were to be consecrated, 
(kedesh,) holiness, to the Lord ; these came into the the treasury of the 
Lord, and were set apart for the service of the tabernacle. Verse 21st, 
And they utterly destroyed, (anathematized,) all that was in the city, both 
man and woman, young and old; and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the 
edge of the sword. Chapter viith, verse Ist, But the children of Israel 
committed a trespass in the accursed thing, (anathema :) for Achan took of 
the accursed thing, (anathema ;) and the anger of the Lord was kindled 
avast the children of Israel. 

These passages are adduced to show how anathema is used in the Old 
Testament ; and irom these it appears, that the term does not of itself ne- 
cessarily express or imply an imprecation, or malediction ; dut the meaning 
of the term must, like almost all others, be determined by its application, 
or the connexion in which it is used. When inanimate things were devo~ 
ted to God, or anathematized, they were solemnly consecrated to him by a 
vow, which could not be revoked, and ever after they were to be exclusively 
applied to his service. When persons or animals were thus devoted to 
God, they could not be redeemed ; but were to be put to death. In this 
respect they were typical of Christ, and taught the absolute necessity of the 
great and only effectual sacrifice for sin, madeby his death. When God 
anathematized the wicked, they were.utterly destroyed, and their destruc- 
tion was ao awlul representatiyn of, tts displeasure at sin, and an awful 
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though imperfect representation of the final and everlasting destruction ¢ 
the ungodly. 
Greek and Latin authors have used the term anathema in the sense o/ 
Evxitio eterno destinatus, doomed to eteroal destruction, of sepositus, se. 
varated from, or set apart as something vile and execrable, thongh not 
eternally, and of seorsum ponere, to place upward. From the foregoiug 
‘data we must gather the apostle’s meaning in the passage at the head oj 
this article. Did he express a wish merely to be devoted to the service of 
God, and to the work of an apostle, on account of his affection ‘for the 
Jews ? Did he express a willingness to be eternally separated from Christ? 
Or did he mean a temporary separation from him ¢ Or lastly, was he wil. 
‘Ying to be devoted to God, so as to tnclude the suffering of death? Jp 
1 Cor. xvi. 22, he says, If any man love not our Lord Jesus Christ, le 
him be anathema, maran-atha. The Imperative mvod is here put for the 
future of the Indicativ «+ he will be accursed, when God shall come tg 
judgment; and eternal destruction is undoubtedly intended. After the fi 
nal judgment the wicked shall, indeed, go away into everlasting punish 
ment. But can this be the aposile’s meaning in the 9th of Romans? Ev. 
chomeen, the Indicative put for the Optative Mood, euchotmen, I could 
wish to be accursed from Christ, &c. As to be accursed from Chris 
‘stands connected with the wish of the apostle, if this construction be ad- 
mitted, the apostle was willing, or could be williag, to be doomed to eter 
nal destruction from the presence of the Lord, and the glory of his pow. 
er, Whom he ardently loved 3 he could relinquish the joys of heaven, and 
with the enemies of Christ: endure the terments of endless and keen des 
pair for his brethren, the Jews. [le could not intend to be so understood, 
because he well knew the thing to be inconsistent and impossible. Incon- 
sistent, because it is written, the wicked shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment, but the righteous into life eternal. Inconsistent, because his eter- 
nal banishment from God contd be of no service to the Jews. The blood 
ef Christ alone can atone for sin. Inconsistent, because men are not often 
more benevolent than they ought to be 5; whereas, if such were the wish of 
the aposile, he must stand forth as a solitary, and most astonishing in 
stance of disinterested benevolence. Such an instance of benevolence, as 
(sod has never required, because it is impossible inthe nature of things.— 
Impossible, because the soul, that draws its fife and comfort from the 
presence of God, and rejoices in infinite purity, cannot desire to be forever 
banished from him, and to associate with the great enemy of alk righteous- 
ness and Sits kindred spirits, where, instead of joining the heavenly anthem 
of blessing and honour to his divine Redeemer, he must hate and execrate 
him forever. Iinpossible, because it cannot be, that a person should be 
both reconciled and unreconciled to God at the same time. . 

If the apostle could not wish to be eternally miserable, could he not wish 
to be separated from Christ fer a season ? Lf we adopt this construction, 
we are led to inquire, in what sense could the apostle wish to be separated 
from Christ even for a short time ? could he wish to be deprived of the en- 
joyment of Christ ? Could he wish not to taste fora season that joy, which 
is unspeakable and full of glory ? This eannot be reeonciled with bis own 
conclusive mode of reasoning’ in the preceding chapter of this same Epis- 
tle, in which he perfeetly ‘seals the mouth of objection, ant triumphantly 
asks, who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? It would place the 
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apostle in a very awkward position, both as a logician and a Christian, to 


suppose, that he could so soon forget his own reasoning and conclusion, 
and: wish fora thing, which he had just proved to be impossible. Or 
shall the apostle be supposed to intend, by being accursed from Christ, to 
be separated from the church, the mystical body of Christ ? As it is impos- 
sible to conceive how the Apostle could wish to receive in the day of. judg- 
ment the same doom, as will all those who love not the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and impossible to conceive how he could wish for a temporary suspension 
of his communion with God ; so it is equally difficult to conceive how he. 
could be reconciled te an excommunication from. the chyrch, which is the 
mystical body of Christ, where those ordinances and privileges are enjoyed, 
the very design of which is to preserve, increase and sweeten such com- 
munion. How can it be imagined, that the man, who from his conver- 
sion to Christianity had been so warmly attached to the cause of Christ, 
had suffered so much, had labovred so abundantly and successfully in 

preaching the Gospel and establishing churches, should wish to be an out- 
cast from these very churches, and to have no share in their. affections, 
privileges and joys? Furthermore, what advantage could the Jews, or 
the cause of God receive trom his expulsion ? The reproach must have 

fallen upon the churches, which withdrew their fellowship, and not upon 

the apostle. He certainly could not wish, that any doings of his might 

render it necessary and just for the churches to close their doors against 

him; and for him to be unjustly, and unnecessarily excluded, could have 

no other effect, than to injure the cause he most tenderly loved. To admit, 

therefore, of such an interpretation of his language, militates with every 

principle of religion and church discipline. 


There can be no doubt, that the apostle uses the word anathema, devo- , 


ted, or accursed, in the passage under consideration in such a sense, as is 
perfectly consistent with his duties as a Christian and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ ; perfectly consistent with his present joys and hope of future bles- 
sedness. Nor can there be a doubt but, that he included in the use of the 
term, the idea of suffering even unto death. Indeed he had suffered almost 
every thing except death. Five times he had received of the Jews forty 
strip’s save ane. ‘Thrice they had beaten him with rods. At Lystra they’ 
had stoned, and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 
But none of these things moved him, neither counted he his life dear unto 
himself, so that he might finish his course with joy, and the ministry 
which he had received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God. If we consider, that enathema may here be very properly trans- 
lated by seorsum penere, to place upward, and that the apostle alludes to’ 
crucifixion, in which mode of torture the sufferer is placed upward upon 
the cross, on which he expires ; also if we should translate the Greek pre- 
position apo after the manner of, instead of from, as it now stands, the 
passage will read thus,-f could wish, that myself were crucified after the 
manner of Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.—- 
This translation .of the passage is not more liberal, than that of many 
others inthe Scriptures ; we have, it is conceived, the idea precisely, which: 
the apostle intended to convey, and the English reader is essentially bene- 
fitted. Crucifixion was considered an accursed death. Gal. iii. 13th.— 
Cursed is every one, that hangeth ona tree. In this sense the apostle could 
bewilling, and, indeed, was willing, to be accursed, or to be so consid~ 





ae iE a ee 
Phe cs ES 
ee 





lee ee 
a 
a 








WA DE. 


300 MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE—LETTER FROM REV, J. 


ered. This he could willingly endure, to show the Jews his love to 
Christ, and his constancy in the faith of the gospel. Accordingly when 
the time of his departure ‘drew nigh, with the faith and the hope of exalted 
piety, he could say, I am now ready to be offered. | have-fought the goog 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Hencetorth there 
is laid up for me acrown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will give me at that day ; and not unto me only, but unto all thar 
tee his appearing. In this joyful manner, and agreeably to his own de 
aire, he finished his course, and testified by his marty rdom the gospel of 
the grace of God to Jews and Gentiles, and received the crown of life, the 
glorious reward, through graee, of such distinguished piety, Faithfulness 
and benevolence. This is the highest degree of benevolence fequired, and 
was all the apostle could wish, or hope to attain. 1 John iii. 16. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, ‘because he laid down his life for us 3 and we 
ought to lay down our life for the brethren. John xv. 13. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man iay down his life for his friends. Thus 
the apostle, though dead, yet speaketh by his patience of hope, by his 
labours of love, by his constancy in suffering, and exhorts us not to count 
our life dear unto us; but to do all things, and snffer all things, for Christ 
and the brethren’s sake, assuring us, that if we do this thing Ming)y, our 


great and final reward is certain. 





Aissionary lntellize enee. 
BURMAIL, 


The following letter from Rev. J. Wade to Rev. J. Lawson, Missionary 
at Calcutta, was enclosed in a letter from the Jatterto his ‘riend in Bos 


ton, dated July 12, 1824. 
Raxcoon, May 15th, 1824. 


Dear Brother Lawson, 

You would not think it strange if by this time we should express some 
regret for our imprudence in having left Bengal, contrary to the advice of 
our friends. If we had remained in Calcutta, or Serampore, we should 
doubtless have been exempt from the inexpressible sufferings of body and 
mind, which we experienced during a part of the present week. But since 
God has graciously preserved our lives, and restored'to us rest and quiet- 
ness, for reasons which may easily be conceived by a Chiistian, we rejoice 
that we have been afilicted. 

We did not apprehend, until last Monday, that war was declared against 
the Burmans. The most credible information which we could obtain a+ 
sured us, that all grievances were amicably settled. But on Monday last, 
information came that a number of ships were at the mouth of the river. 
Government immediately ordered every person in Rangoon who wears a 
hat to be taken prisoner, which was accordingly done. In the course of 


the succeeding night, Mr. H. and myself were chained, and put into close 
confinement, under armed keepers. In the morning the fleet was in sight 
of the town, and our keepers were ordered to massacre us the moment the 
first shot was fired upon the town; but when the firing commenced, our 
murderers were so effectually panic struck, that they all slink away into 
one corner of the prison speechless, and ain rost breathless. ‘The next shot 
made our prison tremble and shake as if it would be immediately down 





ER RI EN ae 


Se Rg ORE ERE ALENT ANE ERE Ae AE Sorgen ging ee. —_ 








of 


pen Sten RE aE 





CRE OS Ge 


LEVTEL FROM- REV. J WADE. SU4a 


upan oor heads. Our keepers now made for the prison door ; we used 
every exertion to persaade them to remain, but all to no purpose ; they 
broke open the door and fled. Ina few moments after, the firing ceased ; 
and we expected the troops were landing, and that we should be soon relea- 
ged; when, horrible to relate, about fifty Burmans-rushed into the prison, 
drew us out, stripped us of every thing but pantaloons, our gaked arms 
were drawn behind us, and corded as tight as the strength of one man 
would permit, and we were almost literally carried through the streets upon 
the points of their spears, to the seat of judgment, and were made to sit 
spon our knees, with our bodies bending forward, for the Convenience of 
the executioner, who was ordered that moment to behead us. None of us 
understood the order but Mr. Hough. He requested the executioner to de- 
sist a moment, and petitioned the Yahwoon to send him on board the fri- 
gate, and- promised to use his influence to prevent any further firing upon 
the town. The linguists seconded the proposal, and pleaded that we might 
be reprieved a few moments. 

The Yahwoon answered, If the Eng!ish fire again, there shall be no re- 
prieve, and asked Mr. H. if he would positively promise to put an imme- 
diate stop to the firing, which you will recollect had been discontinued from 
the tine that our keepers in prison fled. At this moment several shots 
were sent very near us ; the government people fled from the seat of judge 
ment, and took refuge under the banks of a neighbouring tank. All the 
others fled trom the town, but kept us before them ; we were obliged to 
make our way as fast as possible, for the madness and terror of our attend- 
ants allowed us no compliments. 

We were soon overtaken by the government people fying on horseback. 
About a mile and a half from the town they halted, and we were again 
placed before them. Mr. H. and the linguists renewed their petition. Af- 
wer afew moment’s conversation, his irons were taken off, and he was sent 
on board the frigate, with the most awful threatenings te himself and us if 
he did not succeed. 

The remainder of us were obliged again to resume our march. Finally, 
a part of us were confined in astrong building at the foot of the goldea pa- 
goda. J with two others were taken upon the pagoda, and confined in a 
strong building, and left under the care of a door-keeper. After dark, this 
fellow by the promise of a present, was induced to remove us into a kind 
of vault, which had but a small aperture, and was withont windows ; it af- 
forded only sufficient air for the purpose of respiration. The fellow him- 
self, [ believe, ran away. We were several times alarmed during the night. 

The next morning early we were searched for by our blood-thirsty ene- 
mies, who upon finding we were not in the room where they left us, con- 
cluded that we had escaped and fled. We expected every moment we 
should be discovered, when to our great relief we heard them cry out, The 
English are coming, and they fled. We waited, however, in vain to hear 
some sound which would assure us that it would be safe to cry out for as- 
sistance, for we soon found we were again surrounded with Burmans. 

About noon, the English troops came up, and to our inexpressible joy 
relieved us from our unpleasant situation. As soonas J could be disen- 
gaged from my galling chains, I hastened to the Mission house to learn the 
fate of Mrs. W. and H. I found them safe and well; but theugh not im 
Piisoned, they lad experienced great sufferings and escaped great dangers 
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Mr._H. [also found safe at the Mission house. When we met and heard 
the relation of each other’s dangers and escapes, we felt constrained to join 
in the. most. hearty acknowledgements of gratitude to God, by whose divine 
jnterposition our lives had been preserved. 

I have too little room to think ofertering upon ovr feelings, when we 
viewed ourselves as inone moment more, to launch into the ocean of eter. 
nity ! Suffice it to say, I felt an assurance in the grace of God, which dis. 
armed death of its terror. The hope of the gospel seemed to me a treasurg,. 
whose value was beyondall computation. Finally, I trust the dangers and 
sufferings of the past week have yielded mea rich. spiritual harvest. 

All who had been taken prisoners, and ordered to be executed by the 
Burmans, were on Wednesday regained, and set at.liberty by the English 
troops. All the Burmans have fled to the jungles, and have built several 
stockades in different directions from the town, some of which have already 
been taken and burned by the English troops. 

The Yahwoon orders every person to be put to death who betrays the 
"east desire to return to Rangoon. Numbers of Siamese, Persees, Portu- 
guese, Mussulimans, and even Burmans have been found in the jungles, who 
have been murdered by the Burmans themselves. 

Monday, 17th. The army has penetrated the country for several miles 
around ws. The resnit of every engagement, as yet, has been in favour of 
the E nglish. May God prosper their arms. 

You will be able te obtain a full account of the state of affairs in this 
place, from the public papers, else [should be more minute in my commu- 
nications. FE hope vou will therefore excuse me. , 

Mrs. W. joins in love to you and Mrs. Lawson. We wish also to be 
remembered to all our friends in Calcutta. Will vou also remember us to 
all our triends in Serampore, and cummunicate to them the contents of this 
fetter ? 

It is between two and three months since we have received any letter 
from Mr. Judson, or the Dector. It is impossible to predict their fate. We 
tremble whenever we think of them. We can only pray that God, who has 
delivered us out of the hands of our cruel enemies, nsay deliver them also. 

I remain, very sincerely, yours, J. WADE, 

Rev. J. Lazzson. 

— 


Extract of a letter from Rev. G. H. Hough, to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. 
Rancoon, June 6, 1824. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, 
We are now amid the noise and bustle of war, and are surrounded, on 


all sides, by an army of ten thousand British troops, a greater part of 


which came up the river, and attacked the town on the 11th ult. The 
town was completely evacuated when the British landed, by the Burmans, 
who ai! fed into the interior of the country. Many skirmishes have taken 
placesince, and we are new, from the forces which the Burman chiefs are 
collecting, expecting, probably within sight and hearing, a bloody and 
destructive battle. ‘The Burmans have exercised many geadltion, both on 
one another, and on a tew prisoners whohave unhappily fallen into their 
hands. This presents no inducement to the English to spare their lives.— 

‘Lhe war,according to every present appearance, must continue for some 
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time to come. Every Burman Christian excepting Moung-Shwa-ba has 
fled, and all missionary work, excepting the study of the language, bas 
ceased. _ on 
We have not heard from Brothers Judson and Price for a long time.—~ 
Now all communication is eut off. We cannot but feel many anxieties on 
their account. The Mission property here has sustained no injury 3 and 
unless the Burmans make a sudden irruption, will, Ltrust, under-God, re- 
main undisturbed. Should we, however, fall ito the hands of the Bur- 
pans, in their present state of fecling, we have no human probability on 
which to hope for safety. © Lam respectfully yours, 
G. MW. HOUGN. 

Rev. WV. Staughton, D. D. Cor. See’ry, §c. 

cree * 
CAREY SPFATION. 

Extract of a letter from Rev. Isaac M’Coy, to @ gentleman in Kassa- 

. chusetts, Dated 


Caney, (Michigan Ter.) Nov. 19, §824. 





Rev. and Dear Brother, 
I had another severe turn of sickness lust summer 5 yet through merey 


I am still alive, and mow enjoying usual beath. Our infant daughter died 
at Troy, the 26th of October. Mrs. M’Coy was sick there, but has 
returned, and partly recovered her health. 

The Lord has lately blessed us with a gracious smile, which has made 
my soul like the chariot of Aminadrs. About the 10th of October, appear- 
ances in our family had beeome so tavourable, that it was remarked, “ Here 
are prospects of arevival.” We have not been disappointed. Fear young 
men, three of them from near ‘Frey, (Ohio) and cae from Wabash, were 
brought under deep concern for theér souls. One of them I baptized on the 
7thinst. and three others I baptized on the 15th. At this time, there are 
three other young men deeply sorrowful) tor sin, and of three giils we have 
sunilar hopes, especially of two of them. Should I be ulatmately disap. 
pointed in relation to those, you will not repreach me for hoping for the 
better. Among our Indian neighbours is one woman, and she Says, two 
others, of whom we indelge hopes relative to godly surrow for sin. 

It is asolemn, weeping, joyful time withus ; the best, I think, by ten 
times, that | ever before experienced inthe desert. We try to preach, and 
talk, and pray, but all this amounts to but httle. ‘Fhe Lord has dene, and 
is doing the work 3 to Him be all the praise. 

Besides a sermon in English, Lam in the habit on Lord’s days, of deli- 
vering one, sometimes two addresses to the Indians in their own language. 
Usuatly I speak throagh an interpreter, though sometimes I read a discourse 
written in the Putawatomie language. Last Sabbath we sung twice, in ove 
of onr congregation tunes, a hymn in the Putawatoimie tongue. 

You may rest assured, my brether, that the surrounding Indians are be- 
coming more and more satisfied and pleased with our efforts for their relief. 
Our number of scholars is 66. You advise us to raise corn, &ce. and su 
aid in the support of the missiow; and to strengthen these remarks. your 
refer to the practice of other establishments. ‘This is goou advice, though; 
Fam happy to say, itis a little too lite. Tam not certoin, that there is 
how, or evér was, a mission among the Ladians, which manufactured 
more than we do. There has been manifactured on aur loom. since last 
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February, almost 300 yards of cloth. Last year we raised 900 bushels of 
corn. This year, besides 5 acres of oats, we raised about 1500 bushes 
of corn, 400 bushels of potatoes, 120 bushels of turnips, &c. Which of 
the mission stations, located 200 miles in the wilderness, did more thap 
this, the second year after they struck the first stroke ? Consider, too, that 
we have not half a competent number of missionaries. We are wearing 
out very fast, and sometimes fear we shall hardly last until we can be rein. 
forced. If you say this savours of boasting, T reply, Brother E. has com. 
pelled me.—We have not been able to build a mill, but hope to have one 
running in April next. 

Your hopes that we shall ultimately be able to support ourselves chiefly 
by our own industry, can ever be realized. No station among Savage 
Indians, operating effectively, ever hassupported itself, or ever will. The 

proportion ef those who are to be supported and taught, will even be too 
great for that of those who can support and teach. When the sav age be 
comes civilized, then our establishments will assume a different shape. 

You express some concern for the support of the mission. J am con 
cerned too, and would be more concerned, were there not such men as bro 
ther E. tohelp us ; were it not that-the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof. When the Putawatomies shall find no friends in the eastern or 
western States, but Isaac M’Coy and his better associates, then they must 
beg for bread, the bread of life too, and die with hunger! Our ‘worthy 
patrons, the Board of Missions, have not been able to afford us scarcely 
any relief for more thana year. This circumstance has thrown uponus an 
almost insupportable burden. I cannot repress my tears, when I tell you 
this. You have no idea how we have toiled, and actually suffered for 
food—how we have tugged and contrived ; and blessed, O blessed be my 
God, the Mission was never in better condition in relation te suppiies, than 
at this time; never sogood. Our share of the appropriation of Congress, 
ts yet rather small. Last winter we got it raised from 200 to $600 per an. 
J hope they will shortly allow us more. Our timely efforts for aid atthe 
treaty of Chicago, has become the most fruitful source of relief. We are 
determined to follow up our rigidly frugal and economical course, and 
when our wants can no longer be borne, we will raise our cry for help, so 
that it shall be heard in New-England ; and I am confident that there are 
in those regions many who will not eat, while we are hungry, nor wear ap 
parcl, when we are naked. Your affectionate brother, 

ISAAC M’COY. 
FOOL LLL GT OIE FLEE DIT TAY, 
REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 

* We are indebted to a friend for the following interesting narrative of 
réiteaitk siihe conversion. Wegive it with pleasure toour readers, to whom 
we are convinced it will furnish many delightful topics of reflection. Eps. 

For the American Baptist Magazine. 
SOME ACCOUNT OF MR. LUKE SHORT, WHO DIED AT MIDDLEBOROUGH, MASS 

Mr. Luke Short was born in Dartmouth, County of Devon, England, 
where he lived until he was about 16 years ‘of age. He recollected tu have 
seen Oliver Cromwell, witnessed some of his most memorable achievemenis, 


ond was present at the beheading of Charles I. in 1649. 
Shortly after this time he became a seaman, sailed to America, and fixed 
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upon Marbiehead as the place of his residence. ‘There he married, and 
was blessed with a family of children. 

From Marblehead Mr. Short sailed regularly in the merchant service, 
until being advanced in life, some change of employment became necessary. 
He then removed from that place and settled in Middleborough, Plymouth 
Co. Massachosects. Here he resided until the day of his death. 

When a hundred years old, his strength was sufficient to enable him to 
work on his farm, and his mental faculties were but little impaired. At 
this advanced age, he was sitting down one day in his field, and calling to 
ntind some of the most remarkable events of his life, particularly of his 
youth. His memory fastened especially upon the following fact. When 
quite a boy, he had heard the venerable John Flavel, whose praise has long 
been in the churches, preach from the words, “If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Chirist, fet bim be anathema maranatha.” He recollected a 
considerable part of the discourse which was exceedingly pungent and so- 
lemn, particularly the explanation of the words anatkema maranatha, “ cur- 
sed with a curse, cursed of God with a bitter and grievous curse.” 

Conaected with the delivery of the sermon was one event, which at the 
time made a deep impression on the minds of the audience, and which was 
aow called to recollection by Mr. Short. When Mr. Flavel arose to pro- 
nounce the benediction he paused and said, “ [ow shall I bless this whole 
assembly, when every persen in it who loveth not the Lerd Jesus Christ 
is anathema maranatha?” A baronet who happened to be present, fell 
to the floor, overwhelmed with the solemn conviction which this question 
carridd home to his bosom. | 

The recollection of this sermon, and of the circamstances attending it, 
was the means used by the Spirit of God to awaken Mr. S.’s attention to 
te subject of religion at this advanced age. -Ile obtained mercy through 
the merits of a crucified Saviour, joined the first Congregational church in 
Middleborough, and to the day of his death, which took place in his 116th 
year, gave pleasing evidence of piety. God, who in answer to prayees, 
added 15 years tothe life of Hezekiah, added 16 years to that of this venera» 
ble man, after he had been born when he was old. 

This brief narrative naturally gives rise to several interesting reflections. 

1. It should serve to enconrage ministers of the Gospel, who at present 
Witness no fruit from their labours. Duty is ours, the event must be left to 
God. We are to preach the word with plainness, with affection, in simpli- 
city of heart, and God will direct it where and when he pleases. He has 
promised that his word shall not return unto him void, but shall accom- 
plish that which he shall please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereun- 
tovhe hath sent it. Where we expect the most good to be done, there may 
be done the least, and where we utterly despair, it may be a time of the 
right hand of the most High. And it may be that long after we have de- 
scended to our fathers, the seed which we have sown may spring up into 
an abundant harvest ; souls may, through our word, be turned from dark- 
bess to light, who shall be our crown of rejoicing before the throne ef Ggd 
and of the Lamb. 


QEMARKABLE CONVERSION. 


4Though sced hie buried long in dust, 
Tt sha’nt deceive our hope ; 

The precious grain can ne‘er he lost, 
For grace ensures the crop.” 


M 
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The narrative also presents much matter of encouragement to Christians 
of all classes who are labouring in the cause of God. Specially should % 
encourage teachers in Sabbath whouls to abound in the work of the Lord. 
We behuld in the case before us an instance in which seed lay buried for 
85 years, before it sprang up and brought forth fruit unto ev erlasting life, 
You are, my young friends, instilling into the tender minds of children, doe. 
trines aril principles which they can never forget, but which will often check 
them in the hour of temptation, and alarm them in the hour oi ‘Solitude, ani 
which, whether they be converted or not, cannot fail to have its effect og 

all thetr subsequent life. You are casting seed upon the waters ; you Know 
net whither the current may waft it, or on what bank it may spring up, 
bat it will spring up somewhere, and you shall find it after many di IVS, 

Again, the above narrative chink | encourage the aged to seek an interest 
in Christ. Think not, aged triends, that it is too late for you to turn anti 
God. Your case we know i is alarming, but it is not hopeless. ‘The bloo:: 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. It is sufficient to cleanse you. Seek 
the Lord while he any be found,and call upon him while he is near. Turn 
unto the Lord and he will have mercy upon you, and unto our Ged for be 
will abundantly pardon. 

And lastly, let us all solemn] y reflect on the meaning of the words which 
awakened the subject of this notice. Iv any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, lethim be anathema maranatha, cursed with a.curse. Do we love 
the Lord Jesus Christ ? If we do not, how awful is our danger. He that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not. believed on the 


name of the only begotten Son of God. 


PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 

The following 73 the conclusion of a sermon, by one of the most eloquent 
divines of our country, the Rev. Dr. GRIFFIN, President of Williams 
College. It will not suffer by a comparison with the finest passages ot 
Sauvin or Massilon. 

“ Now then, my friends, my reasons are all before you, and I hope te 
be jusiitied by your consciences, while I execute the commission given me 
mthe text, God hath said to the wicked, “ O wicked map; thou shalt 

surely die ;” and the watchmen are commanded upon their peril, to sound 
the alarm. I, therefore, solemnly declare, in the name of God, that there 
ts a dreadfal war waged by all the divine perfections, against sin—that the 
sacred rights of [leaven have taken the field—that every glory of the God- 
head holds a livid lightning pointed at every sinful thought—that the invie- 

tate honour of Lleaven’s King is enlisted, and is coming down to crush a 

rebellious world. In equaliy solemn tone s, I declare, as my office obliges. 

and call every Angel to witness, that in this war, God is right, and the 
well is wronz. "These great truths, while IJ live, 1 will declare, ‘and hope 
to pronounce “them with my dying breath—Gon 1s RIGBF, AND THE 

WORLD IS wronc.—TI[ wish they were set forth in broad letters wpon every 

forehead, and with a pen dipped in heaven, were written upon every heart. 


I wish they were set upon the frontispiece of every book 3; and posted in 


sun-beams at the corner of every street—that they were graven with the 
point of a diamond in the rock forever—GOD IS RIGHT, AND THE 
WORLD tS WRONG !'! ¥ would that these ponderous truths migh 


pass from land to land—prostrate natiens of unkoewn tongnes, and rolling 
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through every clime, might being an humbled world to ask for mercy at @ 
Savious” s feet. 

“ Standing on my watch- tower, I amcommanded, iff see aught of evil 
coming, to give warning. 1 again solemnly declare ‘that I do discern evil, 
approaching ; I see a storm col! ecting in the Heavens; I discover the emo- 
tion of tke troubled elements ; I hear the roar of distant wind—Heaven 
and earth seem mingled in the conflict—and cry to those for whom I watch 
——A storm! A storm! 1 Get intothe Ark, or you are swept away.— 
QO! what isit I] seer I see a world convulsed and falling to ruins—the 
sea burning like oil—nations rising from under ground—the sun ialling— 
the damaed in chains before the bar‘and some of my poor hearers with 
them ! 1 see them cast from the battlements of the judgment scene. My 


. 


God ! the eternal pit has closed upon them forever !” 








ADVICE OF DR. SCOTT. 

The following is areply of Dr. Scott, to a letter written him, in which 
advice is asked by a brother in the gospel ministry, whose preaching was 
more close aad practical than accorded with the taste of his hearers, in con- 
sequence of which they gave him to know, that if he did not change his 
manner of addressing them, he might expect to be shortly dismissed : 

«“ | have seen ard heard of so many such things, that 1 am really grie- 
ved and discouraged respecting the success of the gospel. No sooner does 
a minister begin ia good earnest to address the consciences of his hearers, 
jn an awakening, searching, and practical manner, and there is hope th: it 
religion will re vive, converts be made, and Christians quickened to adora 
their profession ; than some. antinomian hypocrite, or some injudicious 
professor, whose toagne et purse has giver him considerable influence, be- 
eins tv fornt a party against the minister 5 to censure, browbeat, discour- 
aze, oppose or expel hin. Ile ance some are restrained, and by the fear of 
man, * which bringeth a snare,” their ardour is damped ; they feel them- 
selves in thraldom 3 and. if they are not consciously unfaithful, they are 
forced to use suckscaution as cramps them in their ministrations and takes 
off much ef their pengency. Others are turned out and reduced to great 


difficulty ; but this is by far the best, as it throws them immediately into— 


the care of the Lord, for whose sake they suffer, and who will certainly, 
in due time, provide for all who suffer for him. Thus a stupid congrega- 
tion choose a paster of their own cast, when a peculiarly alarming, heart- 
searching one is requisite ; and so matters grow worse and worse.—Or, if 
the pastor they chouse turns out diffe fri than they expected, they either 
spoil or € xpel him, and thas in many places, the form ‘and notion are all 
that is retained of true religion. But the work is the Lord’s and from time 
to time he inter poses, in some unexpected manner, and beyond hope brings 
abouta revival. However, inthis respect, we (of the Episcop@ Church) 
have the best of it. My discontented oues, who have been numerous, 

have now left mein peaceable possession. Many more hearers fill up, 
and much more than fill up their places ; and still the work of the Lord 
goes forward 5 nor hath their opposition done me any real harm, bat I 
hope imuch end. I shal! tell you a short story, by way of improving this 

partof my letter. A dissenting minister (at Cambridge I think) preached 

very practically, was found fault with by his people, who gave him to un- 
erstand. thatthey must part with him, if he did not alter the strain of his 
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preaching. The poor man having a family, shrun: for a time 3 but is 
preyed dponhis health and spirits ; which his wile observi ing, plainly told 
him that he distrusted God out of the fear of man, and was unfaithful 5 and 
begged him to preach according to his conscience, and leave the event to 
God. Accordingly he did so, and was expelled. But just at this time, a 
larger meeting, witha better salary, and a more lively people, being va- 
cant, he was invited thither, and settled ameng them; lived in plenty ; 
and preached with acceptance and usefulness, till anna by death 

This is a matter of fact. Be but faithful then my brother ; never mince 
the matter ; never fear man ; plead God's cause with the people, and the 
people’s cause with God ; and make it your great business to live what you 
preach ; and he will surely extricate you out of all difficulties.” “ When 
a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh his enemies to be at peace with 


sim.” 
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~ CIRCULAR. 


Srare oF New-York, April, 182° 





Bear Brethren and Friencis--- 
A Committee was appointed at the last annual meeting of the Hamilton 


Baptist Missionary Society, to address the members of the Society, the Bap- 
tist Churches, and the fiends of Missions throughout this State, on the im. 
portance of the whole denomination ugiting in one Seciety to promote De 
mestic Missions. 

After so glorious and highly beneficial effects of missionary exertions, 
which have been witnessed for many years, we deem arguments unneces: 
sary to establish their importance in the mind of Christians. But the great 
question, at the present day, is, What is the most permanent and usetul 
system of operation ? Whether many small societies, acting independently 
and separately, or one for the state, embracing all the smaller ones, as 
auxiliaries, will be most likely, with the blessing of God, to accomplish the 
great objects of Christian benevolence ? The latter, alter some experience 
and mature reflection, we are satisfied, is the most eligible. Some of our 
reasons for this opinion, we may be expected ta state. 

We night expect it would combine the experience and the wisdom of 
the denomination in the state. On a subject of such vast magnitude, we 
are sensible too much prudence anc care cannot be exercised. — Mistakes, 
m adopting means and selecting missionaries, have proved lasting i injuries’ 
to the cause. We do not expect to be free from imperfections in’ the best 
system ; but this urges us to the utmost vigilance, and to seek for safety 
in mach counsel. Subjécts which are difficult, and of vast consequence, 
require much knowledge and ability to conduct them with prudence and 
success. (Let the talents among us, in this populous, flourishing, and highly 
favoured state, be enlisted, united, and called forth to conduct the interest 
of such a Society, and we may expect to see something done proportioned 
to our means, to the distressing wants of the destitute, and to our duty. 

A missionary State Convention would cause a mor. equal distribution of 
Christian charities among the small and destitute churches, and in the new 
settlements of our state. Several small missionary societies may have their 
eye on the same region, or particular place, at the same time, and direct 
their missionaries te the same part of the vineyard to labour; while other 

parts, equally neady, are left entirely destitute. A large missionary Board 
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CIRCULAR. 309 
ftom different parts of the state, receiving information from auxiliaries, 
agents and inissionaries, from correspondents in other states and in desti- 
tate places, would have the claims and needs of all spread before them at 
ence, and be able to judge impartially, and send relief according to the 
means in their possession. : 

In this way, we think more would be done than by small societies. In 
this state our denomination are numerous, and can do much. ‘There are 
about 500 churches, 40,000 communicants, and 200,000, or a sixth part of 
the state, who belong to our societies, or depend on us for religious instrue- 
tion. About 200 of these churches, and much people, are destitute of the 
stated ministration of the gospel. ‘To these we may add the pressing wants’ 
of the Oneidas, Tounewandas, and other Indian tribes in this state, or wd- 
joining it. <A wide field for the exertion of Christian benevolence is before: 
us—much is tobedone. ‘The distressing wants of multitudes strangly ap- 


eal to all the sympathies of our nature, and all the benevolence of the. 


Christian heart. ‘The God of mercy loudly demands our hearty and per; 
severing services, as his redeemed ones. ur ability and oppurtunity to 
engage in the good work of missions, wrest from us every excuse, except 
those which are wicked and criminal. In view of these urgent entreaties to 
duty, how can we answer to our own consciences, and to our Judge, if we 
remain inactive ? Other denominations enter the field of labour with union: 
and system ; and they do much. Shall a wide moral waste lie before us; 
ancultivated, for the want of Christian enterprise ? Shall defeat, confusion, 
and shame cover us, for the want of agreement and system ? 

~ Seis true that the H. B. M. Society, and others in different parts of the 
state, have laboured, and have “ not been weary in well doing,” and have 
accomplished much good, through the Divine blessing, to their fellow- 
creatures 5 yet, in many instances, they have been circumscribed, or obliged 
to abandon their labour of love, for the want of means. — How important, 
then, that the wisdom, the influence, and the wealth of the denomination, 
be brought to the help of the Lord against the mighty. How much more 
might be done to comtert the afflicted, to strengthen the weak, to reclaim 
the wandering, and to guide inquiring sinners to Christ. 

A missionary Convention, we think, would increase the union of the de- 
nomination in missionary operations. The object of all our missionary so- 
cieties is the same 3 yet thereis danger, where many of them act Separate- 
lv, of their interests or operations interfering, and creating jealousies and di- 
visions. These things we should study to avoid. No denomination can 
justly pretend to greater nnion in faith and practice, than the Baptist. Our 
scripture motto has long been, “One Lord, one faith, one Baptism.” As- 
sociations, and the Baptist Convention of the United States, have been 
the means of greatly increasing our union and _ fellowship, missionary e¢x- 
ertions and usefulness. For this the Saviour prayed, and for this we should 
seek and strive. Union in this cause appears of greater importance, and 
With brighter excellence, than in any other in which men can associate. 
Under God, it is our strength, success, and much of our reward. With tlie 
energies of Christian zeal and union, difficulties will vanish before us, “ the 
wilderness will blossom, and the desolate places will sing for joy.” 

The Constitution of this Missionary State Convention, is the best that 
he wisdom and experience of many of our Fathers and Brethren could 
frame. Jt is the Constitution of the H. B. M. Society, with the change of 























— 


@— —-  « 
oe 





EE i ED * 


ree” 


AO 4NFLUENCE OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER. 


the name, increase of the number of Directors, and some other small alte 
rations. In the object and constitution of this Society, we are not alone, 
Other states are beforeus. Most of them have, and all of them probably 


will soon form missionary State Conventions. If any have apprehensions 


of danger for the independence of the churches, or thatthe whole isa mo- 


ney-making system toa few individuals, we think their fears are ground. 
less. _ But after all, if any should possess jealousies, we invite them to come 
to the meetings of the Society and Board, and examine their proceedings, 
records, and reports, and be satisfied from personal ‘bette and not 
from yague reports. Correct information, on which you may rely with 
satety, you ought to desire, and ought to have ; but let not your jealousies 
paralyze the arm and the heart in the cause of God. -Ifany are indifferent, 
or oppose this Society, Jet them seriously consider if they do not, in so do. 
ing, oppose the spirit and genius of the gospel, and favour the most malig. 
vant enemies of religion, and encourage those who are willing to rest inac. 
tive under the mere shadow of an excuse. — Brethren, let us “ have no fel- 
lowship with the unfrutiful works of darkness, but rather reprove them, by 
walking as children of the light.” If any arguments were necessary on 
this subject, we would say, look at the example of the Apostles, and the 
Church at any period, when awaking from her slumbers, and shining 3 look 
at what God bas wrought in our Jand, and in other lands ; look at the glo- 
rious work of God now going on in the world, in this age of prayer, libera- 
lity, and exertion. ‘The impartial view convinces us at once, that all this 
is not effected without means. We see that the Lord’s people are tlie ho- 
noured instruments of accomplishing his gracious purposes, and permitted 
to be “co-workers with him.” We therefore entreat and beseech you, Dear 
Brethren, by the mercies of God, that there be nocontentions nor divisions 
among you; bat unite with all your heart in the work of the Lord, and with 
all his people, according to your ability, te send the gospel to the destitute 
and perishing. We aflectionately invite and entreat every Christian and 
philanthropist, every Church and missionary Society, to enter in, with the 
Convention, to the ficld, white already to the harvest, and second their ex- 
ertions by their prayers, influence, and liberality. When this is the case, 
we shall see many a sinking Church rise, many which are destitute, sup- 
plied, many vicious places reformed, and many careless sinners converied 
to God. 
aera 

The short extract below, on the influence of the female character, we 
wish might be appreciated by all the sex, and that the recollection of the 
fact presented, might inspire their exertions in the cause of truth and vir 
tue.—Reg. 

¢: Femaleshave set before them a wide and appropriate field of useful acti- 
vity, as members of society. Letno woman imagine that she has nothing to 
do beyond the sphere of her own household. In every walk, and in ever’ 
hour of life, she may be contributing something to the purity, the order and 
happiness of the community to which she belongs. The influence of the 
fumale character in forming public taste and public manners, is incalculable. 
tt has been felt and acknowledged in all ages. Of this influence, every we 
man, whatever be ler talents or her station, possesses a share ; and by het 
whole deportment is conferring either a benefit or an injury to society. 
i3 ia che power of women, by constantly exhibiting the dignitw of virtue 
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amit the attractions of piety, to repress the impertinence, to polish the rough- 
ness, and to frown out of sight, and, in many instances, out of existence, the 
vices of the other sex. It is in the power of women, by example and by 
precept, to regulate at pleasure the decorums of dress, ihe purity of manners, 
and all the habits of the younger and more inexperienced part oftheir own 
sex. Inshort it is in the power of women, to an extent of ‘which few of 
them seem to be aware, to discountenance and banish those pernicious cus- 
toms, which from time to time, display their hydra form imsociety, and’ to 
exercise a most efficient guardianship over public taste and virtue. No 
false sentiments can have much prevalence against which they resolutely 
set their faces. No*corrupt practiccs can be general or popular which they 
are willing to expel from society. 


«* fluman happiness,” says a modern writer, “is on the whole, much 


bess affected by great, but unfrequent events, whether of prosperity or of 
adversity, of benefit or of injury, than by small but perpetually recurring 
incidents of good or evil. The manner in which the influence of the fe- 
male character is felt, belongs to the latter description. It is not like the 
periodical inundation of a river, which once a year, overspreads a desert 
with transient plenty. It is like the dew of heaven, which descends at all 
seasons, returns after short intervals, and permanently nourishes every herb 
ef the field.” a 

To the female sex also properly appertains a large portion of those offi- 
ces of charity, to which we are constanily called. To feed the hungry, 


and clothe the naked ; to weep with them that weep; to soften the bed of 


sickness, and to wipe away the tears of sorrow, are duties incunibent upon 
us all. But they belong more particularly to the tender sex. ‘They are 
best acquainted with domestic wants. ‘They are the best judges of domes- 
tic character. ‘They have more sympathy, more tenderaess, more leisure, 
and more patietice than men; and, on a variety of accounts, are ‘more ca- 
pable of performing these duties with ease to themseltes, and with advan- 
tage to the objects of their charity. 

Here is surely enough to excite a}l the ambition, and to employ all the 
tlents of a reasonable mind. What though females cannot stand in the 
sacred desk, nor sit on the bench of justice ? What though they cannot 
be employed in framing laws, nor in conducting diplomatic missions, nor 
in Organizing or governing nations ? ‘They cau contribiite more by their 
virtues and their inflyence to bind society together, than all the laws that 
legislators ever formed. They are called to dutics which are not only wor 
thy of the most exalted powers ; but which have this pre-eminent advan- 
tage that while they are immediately calculated to meliorate the hearts of 
those who perform them, they also tend to refine and elevate the human 
character in geaeral, aud to render earth more like the paradise of God. 

A PIOUS MOTHER. 

Tn the vicinity of Philadelphia, there was a pions mother, who bad the 
happiness of seeing her children in very early life, brought to ihe know- 
ledge of the truth ; walking in the fear of the Lord, aud ornaments in the 
Christian Church. <A clergyman who was travelling, beard this circum- 
Stance respecting this mother, and wished very much to see her, thimking 
there might be something peculiar inher mode of giving religious iustrucs 


Moa which readered it sa effectual. THe actordingl) tsited her, and if 
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quired respecting the manner in which she discharged the duties of a tinge 
ther.in educating her children. The woman ‘replied, that she did noe 
know tliat she had been more faithful than any Christian mother would 
be, in the religious instruction of her childrea. After a little convep. 
sation she said, “ While my children were infants on my lap, as | 
washed them, I raised my heart to God, that he would wash them in that 
- 6 blood which cleanseth from all sin ;”—as I clothed them in the morn ing, 
I asked my heavenly Father to clothe them with the robe of Christ’s righte. 
ousness ;—as [ provided them food, I prayed that God would feed their 
souls with the bread of heaven, and give them to drink the water of life, 
When I prepared them for the house of God, Ll have plead that their bodies 
might be fit temples forthe Holy Ghost to dwell in ;—when they lett me 
fur the week-day school, | followed their infant footsteps with a prayer, 
that their path through life might be like that of the just, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day ; and as [committed them to the rest of the 
night, the silent breathing of my soul has been, that their heayenly Father 
would take them to his embrace, and fold them in his paternal arms.” 

ARE UNBELIEVERS JUSTLY CONMEMNED ?” 

“ Are unbelievers justly condemned? If so, tell me why,” said the 
teacher toa little girl, The answer, which was neatly written and handed 
the next evening to the teacher, providentially fell into my hands, and { 
send you an exact copy, hoping it will finda place in the “ Gleanings.” 

: A VISITER. 

“ Unbelievers are certainly condemned: for Christ, theie Judge, has 
said so, Mark, 16: 16—and justly, for ‘ the Lord is righteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works,’ ‘ nigh unto ail them that call upon hin’ 
in truth. ‘ He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also wilt heae 
their cry, and will save them ;’ he ‘ preser veth all them that love him.’— 
Psalm 145: 17, 18, 19, 20. The reason, then, why unbelievers a 
justly condemned, must be, that they wil not call upon God in truth, wif 
not fear him, will not love him, ner besaved by him.” 


THE TWO MITES. 

While waiting at the depository for a parcel of tracts to be put up, which 
t had purchased for distribution in my school, a decent, honest looking 
cartman, with his clean frock, entered and inquired four tracts, saying “ they 
were to lend tothe poor.” Qn being asked what kind and quantity he 
wanted, be replied, “‘ two pence worth,” and named among others, “ The 
Swearer’s Prayer.” Surprised atso singular an application, and attracted 
by the delightful thought of the poor lending to the poor, | turned to the 
stranger, “ And can you give any history of your tracts?” said]. “I 
can,” he replied ; “ there was a poor sinner, and fellow labourer of mine, 
that used to swear greatly ; [lent him that tract, now more than a year 
; Tam with him every day, and Ihave not beard hiss utter an oath 
since. Yes,” he added, “ Ihave known these little tracts to do a deal of 
good.” ‘So taking his twenty pages, with seemingly a heartfelt satisfac- 
tion, he said, as ke departed, “ We will see what these will de, with the 
blessing of God.”  Heaven’s biessing follow thee and thy rwo MITES 
worth !” I mentally exclaimed, “ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit ga 

with thy messengers of trath, to bless thy brethren among the poor, at 
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